
Happy New Year!
A big welcome back to all of our families and children this week
 and a Happy New Year to you all!
We hope that you have all had a great break and had the 
opportunity to spend time with friends and family or to do some 
of the things that you enjoy. The children have come back really 
enthusiastically this week, ready to get started with their new learning. 

In assembly on Monday, we talked about New Year’s resolutions and thought about some of the
areas of learning that we want to improve in or hobbies that we may want to try. Many children
had already thought through their aims for the year and lots had new ideas. 

On Tuesday we reminded the children of what an important role our lunchtime playleaders have in
supporting their play, helping them in the dinner hall, leading games and indoor activities and
keeping them safe. We explored how to speak to the adults in the playground when we may need
their help and how we show respect towards others. Our lunchtimes playleaders for both Key
Stages are: Mr Jones, Ms C, Ms Rowan, Ms D, Kyle, Katie, Tracey and Ms Yu 
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What has been happening this week? 

Arriving late for school 
We are seeing an increase in the  number of children arriving late for
school each day who are missing essential learning time at the start
of the day. This morning alone, we had almost 40 children arriving
late for school, when lessons have already started. In order for us to
monitor the children who are arriving late, we will now be asking
parents and carers to come into the office with your child and sign
our child in late on our electronic system. This may take a few
minutes if there are already people waiting, so of course we will ask
children to go around to their classroom. 

Please arrive to school between 8:35am and 8:45am



Wet Play Games
If you have any board games or card games that are in really good condition, that you might be
looking to re-home, please think of us. The children like to have games that they can play with when
the weather is wet and we are running low in some of our classrooms. Examples could be...

    Jenga 
    Cluedo
    Top Trumps
    Uno
    4 in a row
    Dobble
    Pop-up pirate 

Please bring your contributions to the school office and we can distribute them accordingly.

A huge congratulations to Molly, our
school cook, who has celebrated 15
years of service within the catering
industry for Lewisham. 11 of these years
have been at Brindishe Manor. 

Molly works incredibly hard to  know all
of the children’s dietary requirements
and allergies and always greets the
children with a smile and a chat. We are
very lucky to have her lead our catering
team and want to say a huge thank you
for all that she does for the children at
lunchtimes. 

Congratulations Molly!

Dates for your Diary

Please remember to use the Weduc/Reach More Parents
App to find out when any of our key dates are e.g. when
school trips are happening, parents and carers evenings

and term dates. 



     
 

We hope, that ALL children, will want school dinners everyday.......

BUT.....if you decide to choose on a daily basis, please ensure your child knows each day if they are
having a school meal or a packed lunch. You will need to let your child know what the choice is for
each day which can be found on the school website. 

IF your child is having a packed lunch, please ensure they bring it to school with them in the morning. 

School Meals
Spring Term Update

At the start of this year the Mayor agreed to fund universal free school
meal provision for all London primary school children. 

We have seen a rise in the number of children taking up the offer of a free
meal every day, but it is our aim to try and encourage more! 

We have therefore decided to trial something new.......

From Monday 15th January, we will be letting you and your child
CHOOSE their meal choice on a daily basis. 

So, if you choose to have school dinners on a Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday and on Friday have a packed lunch, that is fine.
The teacher will ask your child each day for their choice when taking the
register. 

What if I have a question?
If you want to know more about Radish, school meals, allergy menus etc,
please go to the virtual office on the school website.

If you can’t find what you are looking for, please contact Clare Doran:
E: schoolmeals@brindisheschools.org 
M: 07943 041790

What are we asking you as parents/carers to do?

The Spring Term Menus.......

New menus began at the beginning of January
The menus work on a three week cycle
Menus can be found under the virtual office tab on the school website
Year 5 and 6 have a separate menu which includes baguettes as the third option

mailto:schoolmeals@brindisheschools.org


Every fortnight, staff at the school monitor their attendance. 
If your child’s attendance:

falls below 95%, you will be sent a letter to remind you of the importance of attendance in school
continues to fall, a member of staff will call you to discuss your child’s attendance
continues to fall further, you will be sent a letter regarding the loss of learning time
continues to fall further, you will be invited in for a meeting with the HoS and FASWO
does not improve, you will be sent a letter from the LA informing you of potential legal procedures including
a court warning

Friday 15th December 2023

Why does regular attendance matter?

Brindishe Schools
Attendance Newsletter 

Across the Brindishe Federation, we firmly believe that regular school attendance is essential for the
educational progress and overall wellbeing of all our pupils. It is about working in partnership with our
children, parents, carers and the Local Authority to ensure we set high expectations. We hope that this
letter helps you to keep in mind the key aspects of our attendance policy.

Keeping attendance above 96%, allows your child to:
Fully engage in learning and make academic progress
maintain friendships and develop new ones 
Grow in confidence in a supportive and nurturing school environment
Build a sense of routine and responsibility, essential for future success

How do we monitor attendance?

What does a percentage
look like in days?
Below shows how your child’s attendance can be
affected if they are off. We aim for all children to be
around 96%.

95% (2 weeks)    9 days off in a school year 
90% (4 weeks)   19 days off in a school year
85% (6 weeks)   29 days off in a school year

What absence will we
authorise? 
We recognise that there are circumstances where a
pupil's absence can't be avoided.

Acceptable reasons for being absent from school
include:

•Illness
•Medical appointments: if your child has a medical
appointment that CANNOT be scheduled outside
school hours, please notify us in advance and
provide relevant documentation (e.g. an
appointment card)
•Religious observance
•Exceptional circumstances



Term-time holidays are generally not permitted during the school year. Absences due to term-time holidays are
disruptive to learning and lead to missed opportunities in the classroom.

However, we recognise that there may be exceptional circumstances that require a term-time holiday. In such
rare cases, please submit a formal request to the head of school well in advance. The head of school will
carefully consider each request and, if deemed appropriate and in the best interest of the child, may grant
permission for the term-time holiday. 

We emphasise that such instances will only be considered on a discretionary basis, and the decision will be
made with the pupil’s educational welfare as the utmost priority. We appreciate your cooperation and
understanding regarding our approach to term-time holidays.

Fines for unauthorised absence

Don’t forget about Punctuality!
The school registers close, straight after the gate shuts, so being in school on time is very
important. Missing the start of a lesson means your child is missing their learning and
can be very disruptive and unsettling. Minutes late can also affect your attendance, so
make sure your child is in school on time. 

How should you report an ‘unplanned’ absence?
In the event of an unplanned absence, we request you follow these steps:

Contact the school: on the day of the absence, please call the school office before 9am and leave a message
to inform us about your child's absence.
Provide a reason for absence: please provide a brief explanation for the absence, such as illness or family
emergency, to help us maintain accurate records.

Can I go on holiday during term-time?

The Local Authority/head of school may issue a fine (known as a
fixed-penalty notice) for unauthorised absence. If issued with one,
you’ll need to pay this directly to the local authority – £60 within 21
days, or £120 within 28 days.

The decision whether to issue a fine may take into account factors
such as the number of unauthorised within a rolling academic year
and one-off instances of irregular attendance.

We understand that some pupils may face challenges that impact on their attendance. Our
school's attendance team is here to provide support and guidance to pupils and families in such
situations. If you encounter any difficulties related to attendance, please get on touch with either

your child’s class teacher, a member of the schools SLT team or Clare Doran (FSWAO).

What support can we offer?

If you are worried about your child/children’s attendance the first port of call is to discuss your
concerns with the school directly. Please feel free to contact Clare on 07943 041970

A big thank you to for working with us to make sure our children attend school regularly!



Children who were born between 1st September 2019 and 31st August 2020 are eligible to start Reception
class in September 2024. The deadline for applications to start school in September 2024 is 15th January
2024. An email will be sent to you on the evening of Tuesday 16th April 2024 telling you where your child has
been offered a place. Lewisham Council expects all prospective parents to make applications on-line. You can
apply here:

APPLY ONLINE
Parents and carers will receive an email after 5pm on the evening of Tuesday 16th April 2024 detailing the
school place offer. Parents and carers must accept their offer online by Wednesday 3rd May 2023. (Make sure
you have saved your log in details).

Please note that having a place in a Brindishe nursery does not guarantee a place in reception; a new
application must be made. 
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Reception 2024 Deadline - Monday 15th January 

School Meals Spring Term Update
As you would have seen from our separate communication, from Monday 15th January, we will be letting you
and your child CHOOSE their meal choice on a daily basis. So, if you choose to have school dinners on a
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and on Friday have a packed lunch, that is fine. The teacher will
ask your child each day for their choice when taking the register. We hope, that ALL children, will want school
dinners everyday...

BUT.....if you decide to choose on a daily basis, please ensure your child knows each day if they are having a
school meal or a packed lunch. You will need to let your child know what the choice is for each day which can
be found on the school websites.

IF your child is having a packed lunch, please ensure they bring it to school with them in the morning. 

If you want to know more about Radish, school meals, allergy menus etc, please go to the virtual office on the
school website.

If you can’t find what you are looking for, please contact Clare Doran:
E: schoolmeals@brindisheschools.org 
M: 07943 041790

Happy New Year to all our
Brindishe Families!

https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
mailto:schoolmeals@brindisheschools.org


As part of the PSHME curriculum around healthy relationships we are inviting speakers from Talk Consent to run
an assembly with our Year 5 children and workshops in classes for our Year 6 children from across the
federation. The theme will be based on consent. As you will know consent is threaded through our curriculum
from Early Years to Year 6 focusing on the importance of setting clear and respectful boundaries so children can
build healthy friendships while also building their self-advocacy skills.  
 
As part of this package we would like to invite you a parent talk by Talk Consent. During these sessions they will
cover what the children will be learning about and how to discuss these issues with your children at home. 
 
The session will take place on Monday 15th January 2024 at 7pm and will be held online. If you would like to
join the session, please contact the school office who will send you the link.
  
If you would like to know more about the sessions and what they involve here is the website of company
delivering the sessions: https://talkconsent.org/consent-workshop/ 

Talk Consent Parent/Carer Workshops - Year 5 & 6

Brindishe Schools Music Tuition
Brindishe Schools are looking to improve and extend their music tuition offer for our children.
Currently, we offer a range of music tuition for a variety of instruments and singing, but we are
keen to expand this. 

Do you know someone who is a self-employed music tutor or a company that can offer a range
of musical instrument tuition? If so, we’d love to hear from you.  

Please contact Nikki Tatler (Brindishe Schools Procurement Manager) by emailing
NiTatler@brindisheschools.org. 

Governing Body
If you would like to attend a Brindishe Federation Governing Body meeting, please email our Chair of Governors,
Liz Murphy - lmurphy@brindisheschools.org. Our third meeting of this academic year is on Tuesday 6th
February at 6pm at Brindishe Manor School.

Reception Admissions Deadline – Monday 15th January
Talk Consent Parent/Carer Workshops – Monday 15th January
End of Term – Friday 9th February
Half Term – Monday 12th February to Friday 16th February
Children return to school – Monday 19th February
Secondary Offer Day – Friday 1st March

Key Federation Dates

https://talkconsent.org/consent-workshop/
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